
Table C-9.  Female graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in doctorate-granting

institutions, by field: 1990-1998

Field 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 151,329 158,901 169,462 177,212 182,859 185,588 186,684 186,964 187,634

..............Total, science and engineering fields 114,610 120,352 128,080 133,074 135,628 136,234 137,560 137,894 138,685

...............................................Sciences, total 100,985 105,790 112,146 116,656 118,751 119,441 120,547 120,399 120,854

........................................Physical sciences 7,625 8,067 8,306 8,599 8,561 8,493 8,476 8,295 8,169
.................................................Astronomy 165 172 186 198 223 223 227 208 230

..................................................Chemistry 5,529 5,891 6,162 6,413 6,381 6,372 6,371 6,283 6,096
......................................................Physics 1,837 1,909 1,867 1,900 1,836 1,777 1,751 1,698 1,720

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 94 95 91 88 121 121 127 106 123

........Earth, atmospheric, & ocean sciences 3,751 4,002 4,296 4,454 4,714 4,811 4,799 4,703 4,855
...............................Atmospheric sciences 185 189 238 221 242 237 232 261 233

.............................................Geosciences 1,811 1,885 1,941 1,987 2,112 2,146 2,170 2,137 2,153
...........................................Oceanography 725 796 903 937 1,027 1,013 989 956 1,060

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 1,030 1,132 1,214 1,309 1,333 1,415 1,408 1,349 1,409

................................Mathematical sciences 5,387 5,533 5,740 5,684 5,623 5,354 5,329 4,990 5,031

.....................................Computer sciences 6,531 6,554 6,684 6,851 6,677 6,639 7,199 8,035 8,437

...................................Agricultural sciences 3,120 3,342 3,538 3,812 3,976 4,116 4,129 4,213 4,366

......................................Biological sciences 21,243 22,258 23,422 24,765 25,738 26,282 26,245 26,189 26,519
....................................................Anatomy 458 501 493 493 525 507 525 514 464

..............................................Biochemistry 2,055 2,118 2,203 2,312 2,348 2,384 2,258 2,145 2,201
......................................................Biology 4,648 4,873 5,166 5,278 5,218 5,233 5,424 5,623 5,497

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 997 1,112 1,328 1,526 1,586 1,673 1,774 1,781 2,141
.................................................Biophysics 164 182 202 226 218 241 244 216 209

.......................................................Botany 1,058 1,054 1,045 1,089 1,161 1,142 1,109 1,115 1,114
................................................Cell biology 1,120 1,281 1,406 1,568 1,728 1,785 1,812 1,748 1,849

.....................................................Ecology 407 447 506 570 658 688 701 712 755
...........................Entomology/parasitology 358 341 354 400 417 414 424 410 414

....................................................Genetics 684 718 807 883 864 836 853 914 926
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 2,298 2,328 2,340 2,446 2,490 2,465 2,441 2,410 2,385

.....................................................Nutrition 2,760 2,731 2,694 2,835 3,035 3,226 3,165 3,127 3,025
..................................................Pathology 544 589 615 700 729 735 771 807 770

...........................................Pharmacology 1,024 1,130 1,181 1,239 1,346 1,305 1,286 1,220 1,305
.................................................Physiology 933 966 951 983 986 1,058 981 934 894

.....................................................Zoology 829 871 826 856 873 862 816 750 730
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 906 1,016 1,305 1,361 1,556 1,728 1,661 1,763 1,840

..................................................Psychology 24,050 25,567 27,062 27,502 27,749 27,428 27,407 27,680 27,726

...........................................Social sciences 29,278 30,467 33,098 34,989 35,713 36,318 36,963 36,294 35,751
..............................Agricultural economics 591 615 698 730 732 769 696 674 669

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 3,667 3,828 4,092 4,230 4,443 4,376 4,496 4,302 4,328
................Economics (except agricultural) 3,160 3,342 3,538 3,606 3,570 3,638 3,555 3,314 3,251

................................................Geography 998 1,114 1,227 1,344 1,352 1,396 1,384 1,430 1,460
.................................................Linguistics 1,781 1,771 1,742 1,746 1,804 1,743 1,789 1,761 1,690

.........................................Political science 10,687 11,183 12,300 13,036 12,803 12,977 12,716 12,287 11,932
...................................................Sociology 3,858 4,118 4,545 4,901 5,022 5,028 5,005 4,998 4,865

.............................Sociology/anthropology 631 450 499 455 518 498 492 518 517
...............................Social sciences, other 3,905 4,046 4,457 4,941 5,469 5,893 6,830 7,010 7,039

..........................................Engineering, total 13,625 14,562 15,934 16,418 16,877 16,793 17,013 17,495 17,831
...............................Aerospace engineering 286 319 344 351 351 346 338 361 369
..............................Agricultural engineering 101 125 144 151 200 202 210 218 243
...............................Biomedical engineering 542 585 601 680 678 707 721 807 846

.................................Chemical engineering 1,115 1,226 1,367 1,478 1,507 1,532 1,609 1,669 1,688
..........................................Civil engineering 2,461 2,820 3,329 3,524 3,881 3,905 3,973 3,884 3,824

..................................Electrical engineering 3,361 3,518 3,874 3,911 3,768 3,719 3,750 4,050 4,397
....................................Engineering science 295 284 303 304 302 295 294 277 329

..............Industrial eng./manufacturing eng. 1,970 2,171 2,431 2,400 2,599 2,526 2,482 2,391 2,221
..............................Mechanical engineering 1,342 1,419 1,593 1,678 1,730 1,605 1,560 1,680 1,671

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 872 969 1,048 1,006 1,049 1,041 1,052 1,077 1,098
....................................Nuclear engineering 155 177 186 185 153 145 153 143 134

.......................................Engineering, other 1,125 949 714 750 659 770 871 938 1,011

...........................................Total, health fields 36,719 38,549 41,382 44,138 47,231 49,354 49,124 49,070 48,949
.................................................Clinical fields 775 954 1,151 1,246 1,432 1,409 1,474 1,554 1,533

.............................................Dental sciences 279 299 349 349 380 432 460 530 552
..........................................................Nursing 17,825 18,076 18,950 19,734 21,506 22,239 20,946 20,192 18,561

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 1,140 1,238 1,174 1,265 1,303 1,329 1,389 1,512 1,631
........Preventive medicine/community health 4,895 4,988 5,261 5,809 6,080 6,457 6,051 5,862 6,817

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 5,842 6,231 6,931 7,335 7,724 7,964 8,430 8,672 8,660
.......................................Veterinary sciences 383 361 401 398 404 434 436 582 618

.........................................Other health fields 5,580 6,402 7,165 8,002 8,402 9,090 9,938 10,166 10,577

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and 
Engineering


